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Topic overview – Year 4/5/6 (CYCLE B) 

 Autumn 2 

Topic name High Treason! 

Big question Why should gunpowder, treason and plot never be forgotten? 

Memorable 

experience 
Oakham castle- crime and punishment in the 1700s 

 

Outdoor 

learning 
Recreating battles between the roundhead and cavaliers  

Linked books 
There’s a boy in the girl’s toilet 

The Highwayman- Alfired Noyes 

Macbeth 

Reading aims 

Read a variety of genres 

Discuss themes and conventions 

Make comparisons within and across books 

 

Writing aims 

Identify themes in writing 

Write persuasively 

Use poetic devices 

Write diary entries 

Edit and recreate a play script 

Speaking & 

listening aims 

Partake in collaborative conversations 

Articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 

Consider and evaluate different viewpoints 

Maths aims 

Multiplication and division (4 weeks) 

FDP ( 3 weeks) 

Assessment week  

Position and direction (1 week) 

Science aims 

 

Compare and give reasons for why components work and do not work in a circuit 

• identify common appliances that run on electricity 

• construct a simple series electrical circuit, identifying and naming its basic parts, including cells, wires, bulbs, 

switches and buzzers 

• identify whether or not a lamp will light in a simple series circuit, based on whether or not the lamp is part of a 

complete loop with a battery 

• recognise that a switch opens and closes a circuit and associate this with whether or not a lamp lights in a simple 

series circuit 

• recognise some common conductors and insulators, and associate metals with being good conductors 

 

• Draw circuit diagrams using correct symbols 
• Know how the number and voltage of cells in a circuit links to the brightness of a lamp or the volume of a buzzer 
• Work scientifically conducting an experiment around evidencing how the amount of volts alters the brightness of a 

bulb 
 

History aims 

Studying a theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronology beyond 1066: The beheading of Charles 1 leading to the 

Civil War 

Children will learn: 

-who Charles 1 was and how he ruled 

-How he impacted parliament and religion during this period 

-Study in detail the key events leading to a civil war 

-Know the differences between roundheads and cavaliers 
-recall the events leading Charles 1 beheading 
Local history visit to Oakham castle for a day learning about crime and punishment in the 1700s in Oakham/Rutland. It’s 

Criminal! Crime and Punishment through Time- full day workshop takes place across our two historic sites. The session uses the 

collections of Rutland County Museum (including the only surviving New Drop Gallows in the United Kingdom!) to examine 

historical punishments and how the penal system has changed. The focus is on specific local Rutland cases and characters 

from the 1700s and 1800s.   

  

At Oakham Castle, children will discover what a courtroom is, how it is used and take part in a mini mock trial. 

 

Geography 

aims 
 

DT aims 
Select appropriate materials to make a scaled model of Big Ben (woodwork) 

 

Art and design 

aims 
Famous skylines- use a variety of media to recreate London skylines, learning to draw buildings and streets using perspective 

lines inspired by  Stephen Wiltshire.  

Music aims 

Recorder unit (continued from Autumn 1) 

- improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music 

- use and understand staff and other musical notations 

 

Identify and recall rhythmic and melodic patterns 
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Improvise simple tunes based on the pentatonic scale 

Compose own music using basic staff notation and perform this music  

Explore and select different melodic patterns 

Make improvements to own work 

 

Computing 

aims 

 

Can they use ICT to measure sound, light or temperature using sensors and interpret the data? 

 
 

PSHE aims 

-Cultural differences 

-Racism 

-Rumours and name calling 

-Types of bullying 

-material wealth and happiness 

-Enjoying and respecting other cultures 

 

PE aims 

Gymnastics 

Can they make complex or extended sequences? 

•Can they combine action, balance and shape? 

•Can they perform consistently to different audiences? 

•Are their movements accurate, clear and consistent?  

 

RE aims 
Why are festivals important to religious communities? What do religions say to us when life gets hard? (Christians, Hindus and 

non-religious people) 

Foreign 

language aims 

- Engage in conversations, ask and answer questions, express opinions and respond to those of others, seek clarification and 

help 

- Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures. 

 

Numbers to 30 

Days/months/seasons 

Telling the time 

Hobbies 

Transport 

Birthdays 

Noel (Christmas) 

 


