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Topic overview – Reception / Year 1 (CYCLE A) 
  

 Summer 1 

 Topic name 
Dragons and Drawbridges 

 Big question 
What would it be like to live in a castle? 

 Linked books There’s a Dragon in Your Book, Tom Fletcher 

The Queen’s Knickers, Nicholas Allen 

The King’s Pants, Nicholas Allen 

The Knight With the Blazing Bottom, Beach 

The Cat and the King, Nick Sharratt 

Knights and Dragons, Unite! 

Dragon Post, Emma Yarlett 

Non-fiction books on castles / kings and queens. 

 Memorable experience 
Visit to Rockingham Castle 

 Outdoor learning 
Forest School, including many science objectives. 

 Reading aims Year 1: Read phonically decodable books to build up fluency and 

confidence in word reading.  Make inferences on the basis of what is 

being said and done. Continue Essential Letters & Sounds Phase 5; 

Alternative Graphemes 

Reception: Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 

digraphs. Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound 

blending. Anticipate key events in stories. Essential Letters & Sounds 

Phase 4 

 Writing aims Year 1: Recounts & Descriptive writing, Class book about castles. 

 Begin to write effectively and coherently for different purposes . Use 

past, present and future accurately in speech and begin to incorporate 

these in their writing.  

Use the suffixes –er and –est in their writing.                                                                                      

Reception:  Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly 

formed. Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the 

sounds with a letter or letters. 

Opportunities for writing:  

 -How to look after a dragon 

- design and describe a dragon 

-label castles 

-fairytales 

-rescue plans 

-recipes for a royal banquet 

- write a song for the royal rumpus 

- invitations to the royal rumpus. 

 Communication 

& Language Speaking & 

listening aims 

Year 1: give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for 

different purposes, including for expressing feelings.  

Reception: Listen attentively and respond with relevant comments, 

questions and actions. Hold a conversation with an adult or peers. 

Participate in discussions using their own ideas and new vocabulary. 

 Maths aims Year 1: Multiplication & division; make doubles, make equal groups 

(grouping & sharing). Fractions; half of shapes and quantities, quarter of 

shapes and quantities. 

Reception:  Subtraction, Teen numbers, sharing, odd and even 

numbers, doubling. 
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The Natural 

World 
Science aims 

Plants  

Explore plants in the surrounding environment and in a contrasting 

natural environment  

Identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants, 

including deciduous and evergreen trees.  

Identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common 

flowering plants, including trees.  

Investigation: What part of a vegetable can you eat? Asking questions 

and recognising that they can be answered in different ways  

 

People, Culture 

& Communities 

Geography 

aims 
N/A – History focus this term. 

RE aims 

What places are special and why? F5 

Children are beginning to learn: 

• to talk about somewhere that is special to themselves, saying why 

• to recognise that some religious people have places which have 

special meaning for them 
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• to talk about the things that are special and valued in a place of 

worship 

• to begin to recognise that for Christians, Muslims or Jews, these special 

things link to beliefs about God 

• to get to know and use appropriate 

words to talk about their thoughts and feelings when visiting a church 

• Express a personal response to the natural world  

Past and 

present 

 

History aims 

Why does the Coronation of King Charles III matter?  

What is a Monarch?  

-Children will learn about the lives of significant individuals in the past 

who have contributed to national and international achievements. 

Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods.   

-Children will learn about events beyond living memory that are 

significant nationally or globally   

-Children will learn about significant historical events, people and 

places in their own locality.  

Children will learn about the Coronation of King Charles III.   

Trips/visits/enhancements   

-Rockingham Castle (Norman castle built by William the Conqueror)  

 

 

 Computing 

aims 

Digital Literacy (E-Safety) 

To recognise the importance of being careful when posting and 

sharing online. 

Creating Media, Digital Imagery 

Understand and create a sequence of pictures. 

Take clear photos. 

Edit photos. 

Search for and import images. 

Create a photo collage. 

  

 

Expressive 

Art & Design 

DT aims 

Design, make and evaluate a moving character using split pins  

Children will learn to:  

-plan how to best approach a task (design)  

-think of some ideas of their own (design)  

-generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through 

talking and drawing. (design)  

-explain what they are making (make)  

-select from a range of construction materials (make)  

Say what they like and dislike about a product / design (Evaluate)  

Identify if a product works or not (Evaluate)  

Identify the materials a design / product is made from (Evaluate)  

Design and make a model castle (using lego or junk) 

Art and 

design aims 

Craft and Design 

Kapow EYFS Unit 4 ‘Let’s get crafty’(adapt designs to fit with dinosaur 

topic, use Kapow to teach skills first, then children create own designs) 

Music aims 

Learning of National Anthem  

Exploration of medieval music that would have been played in castles – 

how would children describe it and what do they think of it?  

KS1 – children will use their voices expressively and creatively by singing 

songs and speaking chants and rhymes  

KS1 – children will listen with concentration and understanding to a 

range of high-quality live and recorded music  

  

 

Personal, Social 

& Emotional 

Development PSHE aims 

Health and Wellbeing 

Children will learn to: 

- To describe and understand their feelings; To develop simple strategies 

for managing them  

- To explore different coping strategies to help regulate our emotions; To 

identify our own feelings; To consider the reasons behind our emotions  

-To learn about the importance of exercise, To explore how exercise 

affects different parts of the body 

-To understand the benefits of physical activity and rest  

-To learn how yoga can help our bodies to stretch, relax and stay 

healthy;  

-To explore guided meditation and relaxation  

-To know how to relax in different ways  

 Physical 

Development 

PE aims 

Target Games 

To develop underarm throwing towards a target. 

To develop throwing for accuracy. 

To develop underarm and overarm throwing. 

To develop throwing for accuracy and distance using underarm and 

overarm. 

To choose the best throw for the target. 

To develop throwing for accuracy and distance 


