
Ab Kettleby and Somerby Primary Schools 

Topic overviews 

Topic overview – Reception / Year 1 (CYCLE A) 
  

 Autumn 2 

 Topic name 
Once Upon a Time 

 Big question 
What makes a good story? 

 Linked books The Enormous Turnip, The Gingerbread Man, 3 Little Pigs,  

Nativity Story 

 Memorable experience 
Pantomime 

 Outdoor learning 
Forest school 

 Reading aims Year 1: Phonics – L&S Phase 5a.  Read unfamiliar words by blending 

sounds together. Read some common exception words.  

Reception: Phonics - L&S Phase 2. Blend sounds into words to read short 

words. Begin to read a few common exception words. 

 Writing aims Year 1: read own writing aloud clearly for others to hear and discuss. 

use spaces between words.   
Reception: begin to spell words by identifying the sounds and then 

writing the sounds with letters. Begin to form lower-case and capital 

letters correctly. 

 Communication 

& Language 
Speaking & 

listening 

aims 

Year 1: Explain their understanding of what is read to them.  

Reception: Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and 

understanding. Use new vocabulary in different contexts. Ask questions 

to find out more and check understanding. Articulate ideas and 

thoughts in well-formed sentences. 

 Maths aims Year 1: addition and subtraction within 10, then 20. 

Reception: numbers 1-5,  counting backwards from 5, 1 more, 1 less, 

part whole, addition/subtraction up to 5. ABC patterns, doubling (see 

EYFS LTP)        
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The Natural World 
Science 

aims 

Year 1 Materials 

-Distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made. 

-Identify and name a variety of everyday materials, including wood, 

plastic, glass, metal, water and rock. 

-Describe the simple properties of everyday materials. 

-Compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the 

basis of their simple physical properties. 

 

 

People, Culture & 

Communities Geography 

aims 

Where does the gingerbread man go?  

  

The world - locate the equator, n & s poles using an atlas/globe.   

Hot and cold places in the world; describe similarities and differences 

between the natural world around them and contrasting environments. 

Tell something about people who live in hot and cold places.  

Use an atlas and maps. 

 

RE aims 

Which stories are special and why?  

Who is a Christian and what do they believe? 

Christmas  & Diwali   

 

Past and present 

 History aims 
Reception: Compare and contrast characters from stories. Including 

figures from the past. 

 
Computing 

aims 
E safety – understanding how to communicate safely online  

Programming (Bee-bots plan and test) 

  

 

Expressive 

Art & Design 

DT aims Make and decorate gingerbread 

Art and 

design aims 

Drawing – creating moods and communicating something about 

themselves. 

  

Christmas pictures 

Music aims 
Exploring pitch through a chosen song (one that tells a story)  

 Singing Christmas songs (including for performance) and   

Diwali songs 

 Personal, Social 

& Emotional 

Development 
PSHE aims 

Celebrating difference 

-Identifying talents  

-Being special  

-Families  

-Where we live  

-Making friends  
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 Autumn 1 

 

 

-Standing up for yourself 

 

 Physical 

Development PE aims 
Multi sports - games 

 


