
Oak class Autumn Term 1 

 
We’ve had a fantastic first term in Oak class. Our new year 4s have settled well, we have established our 
routines and good learning behaviours, and thought about what is important to Team Oak. Our term 1 topic 
is ‘Invaders and Settlers – season 1’, which has involved learning all about the Anglo-Saxons. 

 

In English, we have focused on the story of ‘Beowulf’, writing amazing descriptions of monsters and our 
own versions of a Beowulf legend using some fantastic language, which we enjoyed sharing in a story telling 
session around the ‘campfire’. On National Poetry Day, we took part in a world record breaking poetry 
lesson with the poet Laura Mucha, helping to write a poem about ‘What We Think Counts’ along with 
thousands of other children across the country. You can read and listen to the final poem here: 
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/what-counts/  

 

In history we have learnt why the Romans left Britain and how this resulted in the Anglo-Saxons taking 
over. We produced some wonderful double page spreads about Anglo-Saxon life, and learnt all about Anglo-
Saxon gods and beliefs, including how and why they converted to Christianity. Finally, we were history 
detectives, trying to work out who the Sutton Hoo burial was for using sources to collect clues. 

     

In maths, we have been working on our understanding of place value, partitioning, rounding and comparing 
numbers. We have learnt about Roman numerals, then moved on to addition and subtraction.       

https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/what-counts/
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Our science work has focused on sound this term; we have learnt about how sound travels into our ears, 
how we can muffle sound, and how lower and higher pitched sounds are made. Our visit to the church to 
play the church bells really added to our understanding, as well as being great fun! 

In RE, Oak have been thinking about the Holy Trinity, and what that means to Christians. They have looked 
at artwork that shows God as the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and produced some of their own 
interpretations. In PSHE they have been thinking about stereotypes, and how we can avoid using them. 

For PE this term, Oak have been enjoying attacking and defending in both football and rugby. The trickiest 
bit in rugby for those who don’t play it is getting used to running forwards whilst passing the ball 
backwards! We do a daily boost every day to keep us active and moving, including building up our stamina 
running the daily mile. 

We have produced some fantastic self portraits in art this term, using mixed media including photos, 
pastels, collage and even words! In computing we have tried our hand at using Microsoft Sway to create 
our own web page. 

 

Oak class have had a brilliant time learning to play the Djembe drums in music this term and will be 
continuing this after the break. 

 

Wow – what a busy start to the year! Roll on term 2 and all the excitement that brings. 

 


